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| THE ottafion of the enſuing Diſcourſe, and the air. 
cumſlurer attending itt delivery and publication, were 
briefly as follow. © On the 194b of July laſt, as. number 
of perfons belonging to the third Pariſh in Newbury, tee 
of whom were heads of families, the ref young Women 


and children,” were ſailing in a little boat acroſs the river © 


Merrimatk, a fudden guft of wind threw the boat down 
on one fide, in conſequence of which it immediately filled 


and went to the bottom. The two men, who were excel» |} 
lent ſwimmers, made every effort to ſave their compani- * 
ons ; "till ons of them, exhaufted inthe attempt, and probs, 
ered with me of the children, funk” with. 
them and periſhed ; the other endured the agonizing dif- 


ably i 


trefiff occafioned by the unavailing cries and Aruggles of- 


five, members of his family, viz. four children and 4 
bouſe-keeper, to whom be could afford no gs. P 
at ſengtb diſengaging bimſelf from one of them, by a vis | | 


ofent exertion; bg ſwam with difficulty to the Newbury 


ſhore, and brought 20 his ſurviving family and neighbors. * 


the f tidings of this awful event. Some of the. bods 
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one  ſulemn proceſſion. May — , which ge) > 
— As he enumerated, concurred to beig bien the diftreſs and 
furpriſe of this nnn ſcene 7 Providence.” 


The Argpor, Kopping at exuery ſage aftgr this di- 

vine viſitation, was perſuaded to employ a few hours, 
wm” the avocations and fatigues of a ang jakritey, iu 
camping and delivering the falloruing diſtouiſe. His 


| hdr and-carncf defire of miniſleriug 10.1be camfort aud 


exdifitation of bis farmer people in their preſent deftitnte 


eiten, and wider & diſpenſation ſo ſerious. end alarm: 
| bug, induced bis ready conſeut both to. preach. and 10 pub 
oft this very baſly edarefs. 3 Tokjeb bis feeblę bealth @'d 
rial duties have'permilted bim Barely te tranſcribe fe 


the preſs, with very litilt correction or improyemev, — 
Suck as it ig, we bnmkly commends #4 12 thy bleffing of 


God, aud to the candid and folemn &textion of the read. 
| #7; n particulgrly requeſts the bereaved fdmilies and 
* religions Socigty, ta whom if was delivered, be receive ji 
as @ ſmall oteu , rhe Author's continued friendſhip. and 
* * "ihe 8 their hag and 4 everiſi ſein, 


Wy run nn eden der 
„ — RKaudriel (who has left a wife and three.children) 
By uy Mercy Pilfoury, Mqhitable ErewongNabby Hale, 1 
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of frat has ever ſolicited our attention, or - wounded 


b upon n occaſion very different from the preſent-z 


of a ſavage with ſympathetic gick 1-42 10 1 nts 


| 1 upon my arrival in your vicinity, the following 
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A DISCOURSE, e 
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1 Provideiice hich: fas, row called. * 
together, my dear fellow · mortals and fellow-moyrny 
ers, is one of the moſt awful and affecting in its kind, 


our feelings. How much more pleaſing would it 
have. been to the ſpeaker to have met his! fammes 
people and till beloved friends in this ſacted place, 


an occaſion, which w &4 
heir mutual joy and thillilkgiving | But he ſtill finds ©: 
2 heart · felt, though mournful ſatis faction ir 


mingling! is tears and devotions with theirs, amidſt - 
a ſcene of ſudden and complicated beteavements, 
ſufficient to pierce the heart of a ſtranger and even 


On hearing dhe intelligence of this ſolemn diſpen- 


admonition of our divine Lord-preſented itſelf to my 
thoughts, which I ſhall take. ee * * 
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"Bn YE ALSO READY ; FOR IN SUCH AN ROUR AS 
YE, THINK Fore THE SON OF MAN COMETH. 


28 * 2 M F 0 1 - 1 ct 0 


I HOPE, my brethren, that the warning | contain. * 
. ed in theſe words, which is to be ex d and ] 
preſſed upon you iti this diſcourſe, will bi heard 
wink peculiar attention band ſenſibility at this aſfſec · || » 
2 daß müment. Tonvould/ give me painto-fuppoſe; = 
chat chere is cons: ſoul in-this congregation ſo given, 
tea xeprobate mind, as to be capable of treat 
ing wah indifference er cdintempt, the folemn in- 
| janQjon-befors us. unforced hy the tender: ach, - /— 8 
| voi of eight inſtantaneous, carly, and ſug | 
deaths O may that Spitit; which/nttored 
© thei facred/ admonition obe tert; and which has | 
_ viſited this Society with ſo dreadful a ent upon 
it, enable us all ſuitably to feel the weightrand in- 
peilen of both. Tben the lame viſitation; Wick 
now-overwhglms us with ſorrow, will mw ore ä 
ien of ovr everlaſting oy. N ee WR es 


1 ba Tus text holds yp wa jenporreri — corn: 

mand, and d motive. The Be" =P 
Ae br. The" motive er reaſon of it n r- 
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| Hatter; and both” united, form a matchleſs picture 
of ſublinity and horror. 
ment God in any great temporal manifeſtation, 
eirher of his juſtict or Mis mercy, implies effetitially 
| the "fame diſpoſitions, with preparation to meet 


2 


„ eee W has r6- 


welt to our preparation for the ſeeond glorious ap- 
pearing of Chriſt to judge the world. In its primary 


reference it may ſeem to contemplate his then ap- 


proaching, awful coming, to deſtroy Jeruſalem and 
to execute ſignal vengeance on the unbelieving and 
incorrigible Jews, This terrible divine retribution 
was a ſtriking emblem and earneſt of his ſtill more 
dreadful appearance for the deſtruction of a faithleſs 
and impenitent world. Hence the prophetic deſcrip- 
tion of the former, is here blended with that of the 


Bnt ſince to be ready to 


him in the gill more ſolemn ſcenes of dextWund 


| Judgment ; and finc@the latter ĩs the moſt important 4 
and coniprehenifive concern of all Human beings z f 
we will therefore confine our attention to the queſ. 


tion, what is im plied i in a feadineſs for the final com- | 
ing of our Judge, of (which amounts to tlie ſfumm 
thing) for our Caching N by . ww j 
world of retribution? 

No a readineſs for this event wur be 5 5 


vp in one idea, vis, a hearty conformity and friend= 
 thip to the glorious Perſon who. is to be 


and a conſequent aſſurance of x at be 
ſentence, We 8 be ready to welcome the 


our Judge, 


a | viſit 


bation- Whenever he. had. notice. chat God was 
coming towards him, he {prung forward to receive 


10 
nan 


viſit or dpppearance of a. fellow-ertature; if our pre- 


vailing temper be contrary and inimical to his! perſort 


and character. Enemies atb not prepared for a de- 


lightful meeting and intercourſe with eachother: 
Such a fellowſhip is the appropriate privilege: of har- 
monious and friendly ſouls. There muſt therefore 
de a cordial love to Chriſt, an habitual delight in his 
image, ſervice; arid correſpondence, a diſpoſition to 


in his ontward ordinances and inward communica» 


tions 3 otherwiſe-we cannot be ready to meet his laſt 


great appearance with ſubmiſſion, confidence, and 
delight. dy» 
ment to meet and converſe with his Maker; beaguſe 
he felt an intire union ot heat to the divine charac - 
ter, and a conſequent aſſurance of the divine appro- 


him with that eagerneſs and rapture, with which 
intimate friends fly to each other's embraces. But 
no ſooner had he loſt a pure heart and approving; 
conſcience; than the preſence and voice of God, 
which before filed him with tranſport, excited in 


his guilty boſom, a mixture of averſion and horror. 
He now retreats from the approaching Deity with 


the ſame ſpeed, with which he formerly haſtened into 
bis preſence... A juſt deſcription Hall the apoſtate 
children of Adam, ſo long as they continue oppoſed 


to their ONUS: la Wis, fruation they muſt ſeel the 


Ws | — | {ame 


ke 


welcome his gracions viſits, when he approaches us 


Adam in Paradiſe was ready at any mo- 


fl J 


d) 3 


TI 


ſame terror and confuſion in the Divin e prel- 
ence, | though unſpeakably higher in degree, 
which: overwhelm the ungrateful porſon, the diſo- 
bedient child, the perfidious friend, the rebellious 
ſubject, in the preſence of his injured benefactor and 


parent, e and © e 


Do you then wiſh to know whether you are — 
for the ſecond coming of the Lord ? Aſk your own 
heart ſuch plain queſtions as theſe——Do I cordi- 


ally welcome him in his firſt appearing, of as he is 
exhibited to view in the diſpenſation of his goſpel. 4 ' 


He has already come to me in his written and preach- 
ed word, and in the offers and ſtrivings of his holy 


Spirit. Have I given him a hearty and obedient 


reception? Have I thrown open the everlaſting doors 


of my ſoul to this King of glory? Are my inward 


ſentiments and diſpoſitions, and my outward actions 


ſabjected ta his authority, and conformed to his holy 


doctrine: and example? Do I readily embrace his 
terms of reconcilement and friendſhip? Do I feel and 


conduct like a penitent and obedient believer ?-Does 


my heart frequently go out to meet its beloved Re- 


dieemer in the duties of private and public devotion? 
Does it ſometimes ſpring forward to his final appetir. 


ing with holy deſire, with elevated, but ſoſemm joy ? 


Does approaching death appear defirable and pleaſ- 
ing to me, as a meſſenger ſent to xnobE offt the re- 


maining fetters uf fin and fleſn, and introduce me to 


the 


#3 


end conſcious exertion of thoſe, gracious diſpoſitions, 
which conſtitute our habitual preparation for it. I 
implies the ardent exerciſe of ſentiments and feelings 4 
fimilar to thoſe, with which an aſfectionate nuptial 
partner, a dutiful child, or a faithful ſervant prepares 
for and expects the return of a diſtant beloved huſ- 
band, parent, or maſter. It imports fervent deſire, 
joyful hope, loyal ſubmiſſion, patient waiting, joined 
with a careful practical attention to the intereſt, 
pleaſure, and reputation of our abſent Friend, and a 
folicitous preparation to be in the beſt ad ta 
receive and honor his expected arrival. | 


I uvsr, therefore, further obſerve that there. is a 
| wide diſtinction to be made between a mere willing» 

nes to depart, and a truly chriſtian readineſs for 
death, The former may proceed from ſtupid igno: 
rance and inſenſibility, from conſtitutional fortitude 
or viyacity of temper, fram the force of bodily ane 
eaſe, from the influence of flattering religiaus prin; 
Ciples or falle enthuſiaſtic hopes, from philoſophies 
pride and affectation, from a boaſted ſenſe of honor, 
or from 1 impatience under the preſſure of preſent Can 
lamities. But to be truly ready for the coming at 
Chriſt implies ſomething unſpeakably noblet; it de: 

notes that Chriſt himſelf 1 is the direct and ultimate 
85 object of our deſires ; that * perfect likeneſs and 
love, his heavenly preſence and glory, are the ſus 
; preme attractive and center of our ſouls and that 
we have ſome conſcious preparation for and foretaſte 


> 


. conformity af heart and life to the moral perfections 
u will of God, is abſolutely neceffary in the nature 


! 
3 11 
p 1 
Z 


— 


the perfect viſion, likeneſs and enjoyment of my 


Lord ? I the habitual language of our temper and 
practice be thus in favour of Chrift and religion, we 
give the beſt proof of friendſhip to his cauſe, and of 
preparation for his heavenly kingdom: though per. 
haps our weak fleſh and blood may ſhudder at thoſa 
awful ſcenes of death and judgment which muſt in- 
troduce the conſumation of our bliſs. Which 2 
Leeren, og 


4 wadineſs to meet our diſſolution, may _ cons 
fidered as either jgAapziTUAL: or AcrtVAL. The 
farmer conincides with the habits of goodneſs, or a 
prevailing diſpoſition and courſe of action canformed 
to the goſpel, This is what the ſcripture mainly 
| intends by the new man, the new ſpirit, a ſtate of 
convetſion, of grace and ſalvation. This habitual 


af things, as well as by divine conftitution, to our 


dbaal hanpineſs in his preſence and favour. But per- 
ſoas mayꝝ poſſeſs theſe haly and virtuous habits, and 
Vet not beready at any moment to meet death with 
| Ccomfart and honor. In order to this, there muſt be 
the preſent lively exerciſe of love of God, of truſt in 
his San, of delight in his ſervice, of acquieſcence in 
his will, of holy coptempt- of this world, and afpira- 
tion aſter thg heavenly ſelicity. An actual readineſs 
r dhe coming: of our” Lord, implics the vigorous 
eh and 


33 
end conſcious exertion of thoſe, gracious diſpoſitions, 


which conſtitute our habitual preparation for ĩit. I 
implies the ardent exerciſe of ſentiments and feclings = 
fimilar to thoſe, with which an affectionate nuptial | 
partner, a dutiful child, or a faithful ſervant prepares 
for and expects the return of a diſtant beloved huſ- 
band, parent, or maſter. It imports fervent defire, 
joyful hope, loyal ſubmiſſion, patient waiting, joined 
with a careful practical attention to the intereſt, 
pleaſure, and reputation of our abſent Friend, and a 
folicitous preparation to be in the beſt Fre 0 
receive and honor his expected arrival. 


8 MUST, t therefore. further obſerve that weng is 3 
| wide diſtinction to be made between a mere willing · 
neſs to depart, and a truly chriſtian readineſs for 
| death, The former may proceed from ſtupid 4 igno?: 
rance and inſenſbility, from conſtitutional fortitude 


or viyacity of temper, from the force of bodily dif 
eaſe, from the influence of e une prin; 


notes that Chriſt himſelf i is tl le direct and. 8 
object of our deſires; that þ $ perlect likeneſs and 


love, his heavenly preſence and, glory, are the ſu 
preme attractive and center of our ſouls;; and that 


ue have ſome conſcious preparation for and foretaſte 


- 


. 
of thoſe elevated pleaſures which ariſe from glorifying 
ad enjoying binn in perfedtion — 


pile Fr n j 1 91 16804 
..J oxy. add that ugs nog holy pit coor is ex 
punks enjoyed upon us by the authority of our 
great Lawgiver, it muſt be viewed not only as the un- 
pſpeakable privilege of thoſe who poſſeſs it, but as the 
great and indiſpenſible duty of all. It may well bs 
ſtiled the whole duty, as well as e of man; 
And ſince this command is founded on a diſpenſa; 
tion of grace, adapted ta the circumſtances, and in- 
tended for the relief and gradual reſtoration of fallen 
creatures, it muſt involve an encouraging direction 
to them to ſeck rhe requiſite qualifications for fu- 
ture happineſs in thoſe rational and preſcribed meth- 
ods, in which they are ordinarily obtained, It there- 
fore binds and encourages unprepared finners to con- 
ſider their preſent ſituation and proſpects, to cheriſh | 


& a ferious and alarming conviction of their guilt and: 


danger, to attend with ſolicitous care to all thoſe 
. outward means and inward operations of divine grace, 
which uſually precede and introdyce the principle 
and exerciſe of chriſtian holineſs. It alſo implies a 
direction to regenerate and habitual chriſtians to 
uſe every "ſuitable and appointed mean for enliven- 
ing and perfecting tho god diſpoſitions, which are 
the grand preparatiol or future glory, and which 


involve a delightful. anticipation and commence- 
made al. WT DIA - Bf Eh ran e 
44. 289101 nien i; } 244 | A 7 


| 13 
A rnodsAxp arguments crowd upon our minds 
to engage us to; act this reaſonable and ſalutary part. 
Every thing around us and within us proclaims our 
deſtination for a higher and immortal exiſtence, and 


urges our careful and ſupreme attention to it. But 


let us eſpecially conſider the motive, which the text 
places before us; For ix SUCH AN HOUR AS YB 
THINK NOT THE SON OF MAN COMETH., _ 


Tees words imply the certainty of A TIE 


| jndgment, to be adminiſtred by the Son of Man 


Who will come, at the appointed time, te complete 
the purpoſes of his mediatorial kingdom in the final 
reward of his friends, and puniſhthent of his ihcorri- 


 gible foes. This awftil and glorious truth is pro- 
_ aimed by the united voice of nature, providence 


and revelation. This one truth, properly realized, 


18 ſufficient to induce, to compel every ſober mind 


2 get ready for a fcene ſo infinitely ae 


Bur the text lays peculiar emphaſis on a certain 
circumſtance. attending our Saviour's coming, I 1 
mean the unexpected and ſurpriſing. manner of it. 
It ſhall arrive at ſuch an hour as we think not. It 
thall ſuddenly burſt upon a careleſs and flumbering, 


world, It ſhall arreſt them like an invading thief 


in the night. Ft ſhall overwhelm them with ſurpriſ- 

ing terror in the midſt of their worldly buſineſs and 
pleaſures, juſt as the deluge of water or of fire came 
on the guilty inhabitants of the old world, or upon 


Ws... 
BY 
LIN 


u 


horror will this clothe that majeſtic and dreadful 
day! And what an additional motive does it preſent 
to conſtant vigilance and preparation! In this view 
the darkneſs and uncertainty, which involve the 
time of our Lord's coming, are evidently a wiſe and 
mereiful appointment. If the preciſe day and hour 


injure.uis,in our comfort, duty and intereſt. If, on 
the one ſide, we knew that this all important period 
was juſt at hand, it would throw a. fatal damip on the 
heceflary cares and enjoyments of life. So near and 
certain a proſpect ; of a ſcene fo magnificent and tres 
mendous would amaze and diſtract the minds of uns 
prepared finners, and might unfit even real chriſtians 
for many of the ordinary duties and comforts of the 
- preſent ſtate. On the other hand, if we knew that 
the day of judgment was placed at a very great diſs 
tance, it would probably diminiſh and almoſt anni- 
hilate its proper falutary influence upon our temper 
and conduct. But the awful uncertainty which ws 
feel reſpecking the time of this grand retributionz 
tends to awaken and preſerve in conſiderate minds a 
eonftünt habit of expectation and watchful readineſs, 


von; mms apply with ſpecial force to ths: 
manner and period of our removal by death. 80 
delicate and complex is the mechaniſm of our bodies 


in 


R With What tenfold 


4 1 
if 1 8 s . | p * 


vf this event were revealed to us, it would eſſentiall7 
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in our vitiated conſtitutions, ſo far removed frem 


human ſight and controul is the direction of natural 
cauſes and contingent events in the world around us, 
that nb man can form any probable calculation re- 
ſpecting the time of his diffolution. Accordingly 
the providence of God is continually baffling and 
deriding our boaſted foreſight, our fond corn pufa- 
tions and proſpects. It is frequently prag us 
with ſuch inſtances of death, as contradict every rule 
of human probability and conjecture; with ſuch as 
are awfully ſudden and overwhelming to ſurviving 


| friends and acquaintance : and it does this with the 
wiſc and benevolent intention of keeping us trem- 


blingly alive to our dangerous ſituation, of com pell- 


ing us to lock upon death and eternity as always 


near, as realities which demand our immediate, ſo- 
licitous, perpetual atention. 


Tuts train of thought directly introduces us to 
_ that moſt diſtreſfing ſcene, which Providence has 


lately preſented to this ſociety; Your own memo- 


iſhment; grief and tertor of that memorable even- 


fons of your number into a watery grave. I need 
not deſcribe to ybu the aggravated woe of a father, 
ſtruggling at once for his own life, and compelled to 


witneſs the perils and the cries of four drowning: / 
thildren und him, without being able to afford 


C them 


ries, imaginations and hearts can do far better juſtice 
than any deſcriptive eloquence of mine, to the aſton- 


ing, 'which plunged as in a moment eight young per- 


o - e , —_T_ -—_—_—_.n” 2 — « 
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them the leaft patental aſſiſtance. Ye who know 
the hearts of parents, their indeſcribable tenderneſs 
towards their offspring, think what muſt have been 


your ſenſations, if ye had beheld only oge of your 
beloved children in a ſituation like this! How un- 
ſpeakably then is the ſurviving, father indebted to 
the goodneſs of God for preſerving him in ſo ſound, 
collected and tranquil a ſtate amid fo diſtracting and 
8 overwhelming a ſcene ; for keeping him from ſinking 
4 into inſtant death under the preſſure of ſucha ſpectacle 


- Trove, my mourning friend, that you will ever ſe- 
fioufly retain and improve the many remarkable cir- 
cumſtances of this ſingular providence. I am far from 
urging yot to dwell on ſuch painful reflections and 
images as tend only to aggravate your unavailing 
| grief; or to fell the tide of that worldly ſorrow 
= which worketh death. No—let me rather aſſiſt you 
to ſuch reflections as will enable you to reap a har- 
veſt of ſpiritual joy from your preſent flowing tears, 
O think of your own narrow eſcape from the open-' 
ing jaws of death. Think of the difference made 
by Providence between you and another father of a: 
| family, who was alſo united to you by the ſame com- 
mon habitation. He was apparently in poſſeſſion of 
. equal ability and advantages with you to reſcue his 


from a young dependent family, and hurried in 
an unexpected hour before the tribunal of his Judge}. 
while your connexion with a number of dear — 


life from · the threatning danger; yet he is ſnatched 
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ing children, and your precious opportunities of ſe- 
curing your own and their ſalvation are mercifully 
prolonged. Can you kelp aſking your conſcience, 
on this affecting occaſion, whether, if your lot had 
been like his, you were ready to accompany him-and 
your drowning children to the bar of Chriſt ; whe- 
ther your habitual diſpoſition and practice as a man, 
as a parent, as A profeſſor of chriſtianity, have been 
ſuch, as would have given you humble boldneſs and 
triumph in the preſence of your Judge? You can- 
not forget, my friend, the ſolemn hour when you 
ſtood forth in this congregation, and took God's coy- 
enant into your mouth, openly dedicating yourſelf 
and your offspring to his ſervice and diſpoſal. The 
great queſtion, to which God now calls your atten- 
tion, is, whether you have honeſtly fulfilled this en- 
gagement ? whether you ſtill adhere to the ſpirit of. 
your chriſtian profeſſion ? whether you feel cordially - 


reſigned to the will of a covenant-God in the late: . 4 


trying diſpenſation? ] know this duty is hard te fleſh” =, 
and blood ; but both reaſan and reyelation, as well: ; 
as your own ſolemn donn, ident deu * P 
ſtroke, which has deſtroyed fo large a part of your | 8 
family, it equally concerns you to improve their fud⸗ 
dien death as a call to the moſt ſerious attention to. 


"the beſt intereſts of your ſurviving offspring. Re- 


member that ſuch an alarming and inſtructive provi- 
n demand a very ſolemn and fruitful impraves 
ment. 


ment. It is our earneſt prayer that you and your. 
remaining children may be ſoften'd under the repeat · 
ed ſtrokes of God's chaſtening rad, and be refreſhed 
with thoſe ſpiritual comforts, which ſhall far more 
than compenſate the loſs of earthly delights. 


M AY the Widow, who has ſuddenly . loſt : a huſ- | 
band, be hereby effectually convinced of the vanity 
of all human and worldly props, and be brought to 
reſt the whole weight of her concerns, both perſonal 
and domeſtic, on the providence and the gracious 
declaration of that all-ſufficient and faithful Being, 

who has ſtiled himſelf the Father of the fatherleſs, 
the Huſband and Judge of the widow. 


Max thoſe mourning parents, each of whom has 
8 followed a daughter to an unexpected grave; and thoſe 
tender grar.d-parents, who have buried the daughter 
| of a lately deceaſed child, one who had been, if I may 
ſo ſpeak, nouriſhed in their boſoms from infancy al- 
moſt to mature age; may they recall to mind & labor 
to imitate the noble example of a pious parent on ſacred 
1 record, who was able to bleſs the name of the Lord un- 
der the ſurpriſing and tragical bereavement of all his 
children by one ſudden ftroke. Let them remem- | 
ber the behaviour of Aaron, who meekly held his 
peace, when he law his two eldeſt ſons ſtruck dead in | 

a moment, in the act of tranſgreſſion, by a blaft of 
divine vengeance. Let them aſpire to tread in tbe 
deu ms of the father'of the faithful, who with 


ſerene 


21 


| ſerene and cheerful ſubmiſſion, offered up on the al- 
tar his Iſaac, his favorite Son, at the divine com- 
mand. Above all, let them turn their eyes to Jeſus, 
the Son of God, who in their ſtead and for their ſal- 
vation willingly drank a cup unſpeakably more bit- 
ter than that, which Providence now puts into their 
| hands, O may they honor and pleaſe a correcting 
God, edify their ſurrounding families and friends, 
and derive the richeſt enjoyment and benefit to them- | 
ſelves, by exhibiting the ſpirit of their ſuffering Maſ- 
ter, faying in their hearts and viſible behavior, 
FATHER, NOT OUR WILLS, BUT THINE BE DOVE. 


May the other families and individuals, who are 

| thrown into the train of mourners ; who lament a be-. 
loved niece, an active and faithful domeſtic ſuperin» | 
tendent, or a young friend endeared by the more 
ſoft and powerful ties of youthful love; may they all 

learn thoſe excellent leſſons, which ſuch an uncom- 


mon ſcene ſo awfully inculcates. May they, as well _ 


as the whole circle of the bereaved, learn to ceaſe 

from man; to {et their affections on things above; 
to place their ſupreme, their unbounded love and. | 
dependence upon that object, which alone can ſtand 
by them and make them happy in every viciſſtude, 
in every trial both of life and of death. May they 
find an unfailing ſource of peace and joy in the con- 
templation of the perfect character and government 
of the Moſt High, and the glorious and happy ef- 
becks in which che preſent myſteries of providence 


* 
4 
it 
"1 
4 
1 '0 


_—_ 

_ - 
: 

U 1 

+ 

1 \ 
1 

| 'B 

= - 

| 7 


Ci. 
i B 
1 . 


[| - 
= 
Go 
- . 
* 


' - 
3 
1 * 


4 i | d 2 - 
— — = * © 
— 8 — — — - \ 
— — or ante oe a. CC — n 
= ? — * 
- . 4 


a | 
y——— hes * 7 — _— "IP | a 8 
Will finally terminate; and may their hearts cleave 


more entirely to the ſovereign beauty and good, 
now thoſe dear idols are removed, which once occu- 
7 too large a place 1 in their boſoms. 


Mar the 3 1 An of * eden 
- thoſe eſpecially who are nearly connected with the 
deceaſed, hear and obey the warning voice, which 
ſpeaks to them from the graves of ſo many of their 
young friends, who were one minute triumphing in 
youthful vigour and. gaiety, and the next ſtruggling 
in the arms of death, This, my dear youths, is the 
moſt affecting call to you, that ever yet reached 
your ears, It holds up betore your eyes a glaſs, in 
which, methinks, you cannot avoid ſeeing the vanity 
of thoſe ſources of joy and ſecurity, in which young 
. too commonly place unlimited confidence. 
It teaches you the folly of idolizing thoſe charms of 
beauty or ornaments of dreſs, which may ſo quickly, 
like the drowned bodies of your late companions, be 
turned into ſpectacle of ghaſtly deformity. It 
teaches you the folly of depending on that briſk 
flow of blood, which a thouſand unforeſeen acci- 
dents may immediately ſtop, or that high toned vig- 
or, Which the ſtrong arm of death can fo quickly 
ſubdue. It teaches you in the moſt forcible man- 
ner, the importance of early experimental religion, 
or an immediate and conſtant readineſs to meet your 


4 


. I dae You bave often, my dear children, been 


warned 


Tk 


warned and reproved. This es recalls to my 
mind the many tender, though, alas, very. unperfe& 
inſtructions and admonitions, which you have here- 
tofore received from the perſon now addreſſing you 


when he ſtood in the important relation of your Paſ- 
tor. While the preſent affecting interview, calls 


into freſh and lively exerciſe, his tenderneſs for tho 
ſurviving lambs of this flock, it renews his former 
intreaties to them, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconcils 
ed to God, and to come immediately into the fold 

of that great and good Shepherd, who gathers * 
lambs with-his arms, and carries them in his boſom; 
and who out of the mouths of babes and eke 
perfects his praiſes ⸗ y 
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this whole Society, under the late diſteſing reBuke' 
of heaven; and would call upon its members ſeri : 


ouſly to inquire, wherefore it is that God is this co. 


tenditig with them. Though we deteſt the thought 
of conſtruing this extraordinary calamity into a 


proof of ſingdlar guilt in the ſufferiſg Society, yer | 


certainly ſuch an eminent divine chaftiſement᷑ muſt . 
have an' important moral reaſon and deſign. It 
zould therefore 'awdken not only the mourning 


lies, but the bereaved congregation in general, 
to great ſearchings of heart, to holy fear and tem- 


bling, to penitent humiliation,” fervent' prayer, and 
oro reformation. It rode lead them to prey 


a 


it 


hearts, their houſes, and their public proceedings as 
a-chriftian church and ſociety. It ſhould engage 


them to ſuch a prudent and — deportment 
in cheir preſent eritical ſituation, as may conduce to 


their character and religious profeſſion to the ſur- 


1 and ſecure to them and 8 chil- 


"In: 4 word, let us all obey the command, 15 * 


5 4180 READY. Think, ye unprepared and careleſs ſin- 
nem, on what a dangerous precipice you ſtand. Tou 


are lable every moment to drop into the pit of end- 


leſs ruin. The Pfalmiſt had an affecting view of 


the dreadful condition of ſuch perſons as you, even 


= in their greateſt worldly proſperity. Beholding with, 
=" prophetic eye, their baſtening doom, he exclaims, 
Surely thou didit ſet them in ſlippery Places ; thou caftedfl 4 
them down into deſtruction. How are they brought into. © 
defolation as in a moment ! they are utterly conſumed ; 


with terrors. Asa dream oben one awaketh, ho, O 
Lord, when thou awakeſt, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their image. 


Think, on the other hand, ot the unſpeakable com- 


fort and benefit of a, conſtant readineſs for the com- 


ing of Chriſt. This involves or produces a readine(®* 
for every thing elſe, for every duty and every event. 


It prepares us to enjoy and improve every bleſſing, 
and. ſuitably to comport with every affliction. If 


red 


. a6/-kcowlett thing/ ror their 


you, my brethren of this Society, are carefully en- N 


» 
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gaged in preparing to meet your Judge, and are 


conſcious of ſuch preparation, you will be led to 


feel and act properly in all your. other affairs; you 
will be ready to unite in the beſt meaſures for the 
re-ſettlemerit of the goſpel miniſtry in this place; 
you will be prepared to receive a good miniſter of 

| Jeſus Chriſt, or to be providentially diſappointed of 
fo great a bleſſing. In ſhort, you will be ready to 
welcome the whole will of God, to welcome ſickneſs, 


pain, bereavement, death: you will receive theſe 


and other bitter ingredients in the cup of your preſ- 
ent exiſtence, as a proper and needful diſcipline in- 
tend by heaven to complete your preparation for un- 
mixed & endleſs felicity, Under the impreſſion of ſuch 


the Plalmiſt—TÞe Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice. 


God is our refuge and flrength, a very preſent help in 


trouble: therefore will we not fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 


midſt of the ſea. 


views you will be prepared to echo thoſe noble ſtrains of 
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